with meals and clothing. It is built within
the walls of Qahira on a site measuring
300 feet by 250 feet and enclosed by brick
walls the longer sides of which face to-
wards Mecca. Outside the mosque the
public scribes can often be seen writing
letters at the diction of their customers.

mosque has five
entrances of which two are the most
important. Bab esh-Shurbah or " The
Gate of the Pottage " is very pictur-
iesque and charming, and the other, the
imposing " Gate of Barber" leads into
the vast and beautiful forecourt of the
mosque panelled with marble. In the
court there are a few cisterns which are
used for ablutions. The liwan of the
mosque is made of 380 Graeco-Roman
columns and capitals carrying keel arches
or the pointed maxtilinear arches as they
are often called. Some writers think that
this form of arch was derived from Persia,
but the more recent theory is that they
were invented by the architect of Al-Azhar
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